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The Great Gatsby

Mise-en-scène constitutes the totality of all featured cinematic aspects that appears in the front of a camera. These include, but not limited, props costumes, lighting, composition, sets and actors.

The Great Gatsby is significantly and profound artistic piece that showcases the inherent imaginative artistry, cognitive prowess and intellectual penetration in the cinematic discipline that the director, Baz Luhrmann fosters. In his work, F Baz Luhrmann address a several critical themes that are predominantly apparent in real life setting. In essence, thematic element associated with family, Power of money, dissatisfaction, American visions, lies and deceit, mortality, isolation, religion, education, compassion and forgiveness, love and marriage are evident. However, among them all, the theme of sexuality and gender disparity is most prominent.

Baz Luhrmann builds his work from a framework of love and relationships. He manages to established paradoxical complexity in the love story involving the main characters, Tom, Gatsby and Daisy. In so doing, the director reflects significantly on the way the issue of gender inequality, and more specifically, how women subjugation is a predominate issue in the marriage and facility domain. The piece established a profound reflection of how relationships founded on inequality and fanatical patriotism often impedes growth and development at both societal and individual levels. Baz Luhrmann effectively illustrates this particular premise in his artistic development, plot and juxtaposition of different characteristic relationships. The story is moving and detailed and every character is well defined to play imperative roles to help create a deep and touching story. 

The long tracking shots are used in the film to establish a much wider view. It shows the journey of a character as he or she seeks to deliver certain duties. It allows the viewer to not only perceive the character as an independent being but perceive him or her in relation to his/her environment.  Characters always find a way to relate in a film. The prowess and the skills of the director is what describe the relationship between characters. A film that uses intense close up denies the viewers a chance to perceive the characters as interdependent, who share mutual relationships with each other. Luhrmann also uses white pans to help in the transition from one point to the other. White pans are the fastest way to move the viewer from one perspective to another without breaking the flow of events. The use of white pan allows the film to engage different moments and at the same time confine the viewer to the main idea in the film.

The songs used by Luhrmann in the movies relates with the general mood of the movies. It is not a movie that is marked with happy moments but one that the main character gets to suffer from self-rejection and struggling with the promise that he gave. His struggle is captured closely with good lighting to depict all the features. The movie is not shot as the ancient screenplays that employed intense darkness to create fear and horror. Darkness does not guarantee fear but the twist in the story. The twists and the uncertainties in Jerry’s adventures is what allow the movie to enjoy a touch of terror. Luhrmann is keen with developing a fine distinction between what the viewer’s expect and what he presents. The twists constitute beautiful moments when the viewers are challenged and exposed to more building information. The film generally paints Gatsby as Myrtle's lover and killer. 

In essence In his work, Luhrmann uses mise-en-scène profoundly to ascertain that the history of humankind has significant influence in terms of fueling the stereotype that the male gender has dominion over the female gender.  He manages to show how the human mind has been intoxicated, in regards misconception focusing on feminism, position and role of women in the society.


